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The Ascension of the Lord (2021) – Year B 

Airport departures, hospital beds, and front porches are all goodbye 

places that can be both difficult and painful. Handshakes, hugs, the kiss 

of tears, the prayer of embrace—all lead to letting go, and with a tense 

wave of farewell, someone we may have known all our life, soon 

vanishes from our sight. 

Today, Jesus completes his “thousand days” with those of his closest 

companions. He says “goodbye”. (An old English word that means God-

be-with-you.) He sends them into the world with a promise that he will 

be with them. “Yes” even to the end of the ages. 

What a wonderful word Jesus chooses as his last: “Yes.” “Yes” he 

believes in them. “Yes” he entrusts everything of his life to them. “Yes” 

he will always be with them, when they finally let him go. And yet, this 

is not easy. If it were, more people would be doing it, and doing it well.  

Today, we should remember the people who keep vigil day and night at 

the bedside of a loved one and struggle to let go. We should remember 

those with a young son or daughter who has been taken away by the 

passing temptations of the world, and struggle to let go.  

We should remember those who linger in prisons, find shelter by creek 

beds, and patiently wait in social service lines who no longer dream 

new dreams, but only struggle to let go.  

It is said that grief is love’s unwillingness to let go. No matter what 

people say or believe grief and love are never two sides of the same 

coin.  Love is the answer and the solution to grief because love never 

dies.  The love we feel remains unchanged; if anything, it can deepen as 

we realize truly what love means to us.   
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Today, is still the feast of all who learn to “let go” and complete the 

past without the need to cling to it: in fear, and bitterness, and grudges. 

During those first hours and days, the disciples must have surely felt 

abandoned.  Maybe some of you are feeling the same way.  Life’s 

difficulties can lead us down that path sometimes.  And yet the 

incredible thing is—it’s completely the opposite.  Christ hasn’t 

abandoned us.  In fact, he’s closer to us than we can ever imagine.   

St. Mark could not have ended his glorious Gospel in any of a more 

grand and triumphant way: the risen Christ appears on a mountaintop 

in Galilee, majestically commissioning his disciples to bring the Good 

News to all nations.  

 

The Gospel ends with Christ’s promise: “Behold, I am with you always, 

until the end of the age.” 

 

This is the lingering mood of the feast of the Ascension: called to be 

witnesses of God’s love and compassion to the ends of the earth; 

assured that there is no force in the universe more powerful than 

God’s providence and promise that the risen Christ will be with us 

always. 

At a time when uncertainty and fear are all around us, we are invited 

to plunge deeper into the assurance of God’s abiding love for us and 

to witness His love to an anxious and hurting world. 
 

“The pain of parting is nothing compared to the joy of meeting 

again.” – Charles Dickens 


